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Visit Our Showroom
2 Castle Court, Castle Road, Eurolink Industrial 

Estate, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 3TD
Tel/Fax: 01795 599234
www.the-fireplace.net

Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9.30-4, Saturday 10-4

THE FIREPLACE
A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

� Wood and Multi Fuel Stoves
� Stove Package Deals Available
� Marble, Wood and Stone 

Fire Surrounds
� Bespoke Service Available
� Gas and Electric Fires
� Chimney Lining
� Full Installation Service

THE FIREPLACE

Kew Gardens
6th May 2015

£37.00

Creeks, Cockles & Cockneys
15th May 2015

£55.00

View from the Shard & Afternoon Tea
13th May 2015

£65.00

The Bluebell Railway & Sheffield Park
30th April 2015

£47.00

Chalkwell
DayBreaks by Coach

For more information call 01795 423982
or visit www.chalkwell.co.uk
Quote ‘ARC 137’ when you book.

Shining a light on Medway’s 
eclectic musical melting pot 

F
ROM the distinctive talents 
of the influential Billy Child-
ish, to the more recent live 
music boom of venues like 
the Tap ‘n’ Tin - pulling in 

performances from the likes of The 
Libertines and The Charlatans - Med-
way has long been home to a thriving 
music scene.

It may not quite have the produc-
tion line of superstars of the likes of 
Manchester and Liverpool, but its in-
dustrial roots have, claim experts, 
forged a distinctive sound to an eclec-
tic blend of musical talent.

And now a new book has delved into 
the Medway sound and its evolution. 
Written by music lover Stephen Morris, 
it examines the astonishing amount of 
talent to come out of the bedrooms, ga-
rages and clubs in the towns.

Charting the garage bands of the 
1970s through punk and the alterna-
tive rock of the present day, Mr Morris 
unravels the tangled web of the towns’ 
sonic DNA in the book, Do It Yourself 
- A History of Music in Medway.

He told us: “Music seems to ooze 
out of Medway everywhere you look 
– or listen. When I first moved to the 

area I was amazed by just how many 
bands and artists came from what is 
actually quite a small geographical 
area.”

But not everyone is aware of what a 
pool of talent there is.

Mr Morris said: “People who have 
lived in the towns all their lives don’t 
necessarily notice it. Some of those I 
spoke to while writing the book just 
assumed that everywhere was like it. 
But they’re wrong.

“I grew up in Gloucestershire. And 
although there were bands there – 
there are bands everywhere – there 
was nothing like the number of crea-
tively inclined people in the whole 
county to match what goes on in a 
small cluster of towns in the north of 
Kent.

“It was this incomer’s view of what 
goes on in Medway that helped me 
understand that there was some-
thing very special going on in Strood, 
Rochester, Chatham, Gillingham and 
Rainham. A lot of it is connected to 
Medway’s status as a being a bit dif-
ferent from the rest of Kent.

“The county has an image for many 
– in the county itself and beyond – as 

NOTE: Author Stephen Morris and his book on melodic Medway

the Garden of England. But Medway, 
with all its naval history and industry 
is anything but a garden. It’s more like 
a workshop – the shed at the bottom of 
the garden where things get made and 
stuff gets done.

“That industriousness comes 
across in the music. People like Billy 
Childish weren’t particularly both-
ered about getting a job at the dock-
yard with their school friends. But 
they became powerhouses in their 
own right, churning out record after 
record, performing at gig after gig. 
And they generally did it in a very in-
dependent fashion. Why bother wait-
ing to get a manager or a record label 

Chris Murphy speaks to author of book 
examining fascinating live music scene

when you could just get on and do it 
yourself?”

Billy Childish is a prolific painter, 
author, poet, photographer, film mak-
er, singer and guitarist whose musical 
expression has seen him dabble in eve-
rything from punk to blues, folk to 
rock n roll and plenty more besides.

His music was acknowledged as in-
spirational by the likes of Nirvana’s 
Kurt Cobain, Jack White from The 
White Stripes and Blur’s Graham 
Coxon.

Adds the author: “And just as Med-
way is different from much of the rest 
of Kent, so Medway’s music would be 
different. While the rest of the world 

was getting into synthesisers and 
New Romanticism, the likes of The 
Milkshakes, one of Childish’s first 
bands, and The Prisoners used a 
punk ethic to recreate the garage 
sounds of the 60s. Medway’s musi-
cians have been following their own 
stylistic whims ever since.

“Often Medway acts have refer-
enced their home towns in their 
songs – more so, I think, than bands 
from other places.

“Bands and artists from The Milk-
shakes through to [male solo artist] 
Lupen Crook have used songs to doc-
ument the kind of love-hate relation-
ship you can only have with a place if 
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HIT: Singer songwriter Lupen Crook

REUNION: The Claim hit the right notes

INFLUENTIAL: Billy Childish. Picture: Masao Nakagami

you’ve grown up there. And the 
towns, with their connections to 
Dickens and oddball position as a 
post-industrial part of a garden coun-
ty, have plenty for their locals to love 
and hate in equal measure. Often at 
the same time.”

One backer of the book is Bob Col-
lins from the band The Dentists. He 
said: “No-one’s attempted it yet but a 
Medway rock family tree would be 
the most complex structure known to 
man. Forget the human genome - 
everyone in Medway is always in 
about three bands at once.” 

Mr Morris told us: “The more I 
found out about music in the Medway 
towns, the more fascinated I became 
with it. I wanted to know what made 
it tick. It didn’t take long to establish 
that what has been going on is more 
complicated than a scene.

“In my book, I talk about there be-
ing a ‘Medway music microclimate’. 
And I think that’s broadly right.”

Inside are dozens of exclusive inter-
views with everyone from Billy Child-
ish to Lupen Crook to create the first 
definitive guide to Medway’s rich mu-
sical landscape. It took three years to 

complete.
He details busts-ups, rivalries and 

alliances that characterise this most 
interwoven of music scenes.

In addition it takes a look back at 
the live music scene at the Tap ‘n’ Tin 
venue in Chatham which was once so 
vibrant.

Amazingly, more than 200 singles, 
EPs and albums have come out of the 
towns since the mid-1970s.

Do It Yourself - A History of Mu-
sic in Medway is published by 
Cultured Llama and retails for 
£15.


