
Medway Eyes’ PHIL DILLON reviews Stephen H Morris’s 
new book, published this month by Cultured Llama

A couple of years ago, in January 2013, I 
popped into the Britannia in Rochester 
to be interviewed by Stephe Morris. He 
was writing a book about the history of 
music in Medway and wanted to talk 
to various people who’d been active in 
or around Medway music over the past 
few decades. I already knew Stephe to 
be a thorough and insightful reviewer 
of music and thought at the time that 
if anyone could do the job thoroughly 
and impartially (if it’s possible for music 
fans to be impartial) then he was probably the man for 
that job.

Two years on, I have the privilege of early sight of 
the book, which is published this month by Cultured 
Llama, and it’s immediately apparent that Stephe has 
understood his subject perfectly, as illustrated by this 
gem of a quote:

“It would, in fact, be better to speak of a Medway music 
microclimate. Aside from the pleasing alliteration of the 

term, it’s a much more accurate reflection of the situation. 
The intricate web of connections and interconnections 

between acts, making any attempt at a rock family 
tree for the area practically impossible, along with 
the emerging and re-emerging themes, styles and 
attitudes more closely resemble a localised weather 
system than anything as fundamentally simple as 
a ‘scene’ in its traditional sense”.

The casual reader might be surprised to find 
the musical history of these towns chronicled in 
such a way. Liverpool or Manchester, sure, but 
here? Are we not navel-gazing? Well, no, we’re 
not. There are, we’re told, little record shops 
in Texas that have a Medway section, and big 

ones in Hollywood that have one too, yet none as far 
as we know “…has one called Cardiff or a section called 
Berwick-upon-Tweed. Or Chalfont St Giles”, as Glenn 
Prangnell (Groovy Uncle) points out. 

Starting in the latter part of the inert Seventies with 
the likes of Billy Childish and his Pop Rivets and the 
less celebrated Gash and Wipeout, the book follows 
the familiar-to-many path through the Eighties, via the 
Medway Indian Club, the Milkshakes, the Prisoners et 
al, then the Dentists, the Claim, Swinging Time and 
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Dust off those dancing shoes and head 
down to the Royal Engineers Museum 

for an evening of energetic swing 
dancing in celebration of  

World Lindy Hop Day!

Part of the annual Museums at Night festival, 
expect a fun, entertaining night, appealing to 

dancers and non-dancers alike. 

With a cocktail bar and other period 
refreshments, this event really is the highlight  

of the vintage calendar. 

Browse the vintage market for those  
all-important clothes and accessories 

Have your hair whipped up into a  
vintage style

Finish off the look with a vintage makeup

Pose for a vintage photograph as a  
little memento

VINTAGE ATTIRE IS A MUST!

Lesson starts at 19.00 with 
main entry at 20.00. Booking 
in advance essential for both 
tickets.  Tickets are £10 entry  
or £15 with a lesson.  Please  
call 01634 822312 to book  
your place today.

Museums at Night Festival
Sat 16 May

the Medway Bands Co-Op, continuing right up to 
the almost present day with the likes of Stuart Turner, 
Lupen Crook, Brigadier Ambrose and Theatre Royal. 
It also makes some unexpected but essential forays 
into areas a fan of the Medway oeuvre (whatever 
that is) might not know about, most notable among 
these being the folk oriented chapter that discusses 
The Flowing and the criminally underrated Medway/
Canterbury fusion of Wheels, amongst others.

If you were there, this book is a well-researched 
and rewarding reminder. If you weren’t, it’s an ideal 
introduction to a place that definitely has something 
in its water and a wealth of original music. One thing 
that stands out is the number of people who were 
instrumental as Medway musicians in past decades 
who are still creatively active; perhaps still playing after 
all these years, writing, producing, photographing, 
making video, putting on events or running a 
recording studio. You’re supposed to grow up and put 
your dreams and indulgences down, right? Wrong. At 
least around here: if a thing is worth doing, we tend to 
do it ourselves.

Do It Yourself: A History of Music in Medway by 
Stephen H Morris is released on Thursday 23 April by 
Cultured Llama Press at a special book launch at The 
Barge, Gillingham ME7 2QY. Discounted copies will 
be available on the night, and live music from Stuart 
Turner and Nick Hughes: tiny.cc/diymedway.

The book will also be on sale at Rochester Sweeps 
Festival over the early May bank holiday, 2-4 May 2015. 
Cultured Llama’s stall will be amongst the record and 
musical instruments stalls in the Boley Hill car park 
in Rochester Castle moat.

Or you can order the book for £15 plus p&p at 
culturedllama.co.uk
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